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National Weather Summary 
April 24-30, 1988 


warm weather prevailed in Texas and the middle 
WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS Mississippi Valley. 


APRIL 24 - 30, 1988 





WEDNESDAY...A storm system centered over lower 
Michigan made a cold, wet, blustery day in the 
Great Lakes region. Showers and thunderstorms 
occurred ahead of a cold front extending from New 
York across Pennsylvania to Virginia. Thunder- 
storms were scattered across southern Florida. 
Showers and thunderstorms also developed in Oregon 
and Washington. 
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THURSDAY...The storm system over the eastern Great 
Lakes weakened. Rain was prevalent from Ohio to 
the middle Atlantic region and New England. Wet 
snow was at higher elevations in Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia. Showers and thunderstorms were 
widespread over New England. Rain spread across 
much of the Ohio Valley, with wet snow extended 














across mountain areas of Pennsylvania. Rain 
Showers were scattered over coastal areas of 
Cee)  Vashtagten end Oreen. 


HIGHLIGHTS: Rain eased dryness along the northern FRIDAY...Showers and thunderstorms were scattered 
Pacific coast,in the western Corn Belt, southeastern across the central and southern Great Plains. 
Texas, southern Atlantic Coast States, and New Tornadoes, heavy rain, and hail accompanied 
England. Unseasonable cold weather persisted in thunderstorms over central and southeastern Texas. 
the eastern Corn Belt. A late-season storm brought Rain showers extended across the northeastern 
snow to the northern Plains early in the week. States and the Pacific Northwest. Clear and chilly 
weather prevailed over the north-central United 
SUNDAY...Showers and thunderstorms developed ahead States. 
of a cold front moving eastward through the 
Atlantic Coast States. Temperatures were in the SATURDAY...A cold frontal system pushing across the 
forties over much of the area from New England to western United States produced high winds in the 
the lower Ohio Valley, with thirties in western Southwest. Scattered showers and _ thunderstorms 
New York and western Pennsylvania. Rain was mixed with locally heavy rain covered the _ lower 
with snow in the northern Appalachians. A low- Mississippi Valley along the ek J aboy 1 eg SE 
pressure system developed over Texas and Oklahoma, Showers continued along the nor ther Pacific’ coast 
producing strong winds, blowing dust, and severe and over New England. we NEVERSITY tren... 
thunderstorms. Rain showers, with snow in moun- , On 
tainous areas, extended from the northern Pacific 








Showers and thunderstorms also developed along and 
ahead of a cold front pushing southeastward across 
the middle Mississippi Valley and the _ central 


coast to the northern Rockies. Strong gusty north- p WK? Bra 
westerly winds ushered cold air into the northern Contents Paha N88 Page 
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of snow was left on the ground in parts of South 
Dakota. Rain fell in eastern Iowa and extended 
into Wisconsin and Illinois. Strong northwesterly 
winds continued the advection of cold air into the 
central United States. Relatively sunny skies and 
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2 19-5 TOTAL PRECIPITATION, INCHES 


APR 24 - 30, 1988 




















a.d (ZZ) wenn tn 2 es Re 
Kent RS6o%q GREATER THAN 4 INCHES NO PRECIPITATION = 4 

NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY  tased on preliminary reports 
AVERAGE SOIL TEMPERATURE @ F, 4-INCH BARE) 
APR 24-30, 1988 
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COTTON, SOYBEANS & TENDER FIELD CROPS CAN DEVELOP 
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CROP MOISTURE 
{SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


ZS April 30, 1988 
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CROP MOISTURE: 
DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT: 4 
DRYNESS OR 
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO 
WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGIN- BNORMALLY. 
NING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. ORY. 
USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, —- 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WAR » 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. SSIVELY a 
LIMITATIONS...MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW - Ri 4 
ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOI a 
FROM A S5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN 
TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55°F. Sai NOT gn fhe te 
THE LONG TERS (MONTES, TEARS) DROUGHT O8 WEF SPELLS — NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Gesed on preliminary reports 
CROP MOISTURE INDEX BY DIVISION 
e (SHORT TERM CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN S-FT. SOIL PROFIL 
APR 38, 1988 
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See Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin, Vol. 74, No. 18 for a further explanation of the Crop Moisture Index. 
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SEVERE 


LONGED (MONTHS ,YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS 
PRESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM ¥ 
AND REFLECTS LONG TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF 
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPT 





FIELD OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED BY 













DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): DEPICTS 


DRYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSETIVE ECONOMIES ; DESIGNATING 
ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE 
TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS , AND 


LIMITATIONS...IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF SHORT TERM (FEW 
STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREQUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS 











DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 


April 30,1988 
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THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX). MOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
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DROUGHT 


-1.9 MILO DROUGHT 


3.0 to -3.9 SEVERE DROUGHT 
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.5 to .@ INCIPIENT MOIST SPELL 
* 1.0 to 1.9 MOIST SPELL 

-2.0 to 2.8 MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 2.9 UNUS 

3.0 to 3.8 VERY MOIST SPELL 

| BELOW ~4.0 EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE +4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL 


Based on preliminary reports 
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 


(LONG TERM PALMER) 
APR 38, 1988 
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Based on preliminary reports 
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See Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin, Vol.74, No.16 for a further explanation of the Drought Severity Index. 
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ADDITIONAL PRECIPITATION NEEDED TO BRING INDEX NEAR ZERO 
® (LONG TERM PALMER) 
3 APR 38, 1988 
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WOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Pe eR et 
Additional Precipitation Needed to 
Bring the Drought Index to Near Zero precipitation values are theoretically the additional 
amounts required to end the drought defined by the index in 
each climatic division. In using this parameter to make 





A parameter derived from the calculations of the Drought 


Severity Index is the additional precipitation in inches 
needed to bring the index to near zero. This parameter is 
computed for all values of the current week's index less 
than -.5 (the upper limit of an incipient drought) and left 
blank for all values greater than or equal to -.5. The 


projections, it must be realized that these values are 
instantaneous, valid only for the current week. To end the 
drought in a given climatic division for the oncoming week, 
the precipitation amount listed plus near-normal rainfall 
must occur. 


PUBLICATION, ATLAS OF MONTHLY DROUGHT SEVERITY INDICES 


Maps of historical Drought Severity Indices are 
available from the National Climatic Data Center on a 
monthly basis across the United States in two atlases for 
1895-1983. Seven categories of drought are delineated by 
various thresholds of dryness and wetness. The maps serve 
to illustrate the spatial and temporal variability of 
drought and should prove useful to water resource managers, 
economists, hydrologists, meteorologists, climatologists, 
and geographers. 

Copies of the atlas for the period 1895-1930 are $12.50 
and for 1931-1983, the cost is $17.50. The two atlases and 
four related drought atlases are available in a set for $75. 
There is a $5 handling fee. The data used in constructing 
these maps are also available in digital form. To obtain 
these publications, write to: 


National Climatic Data Center 
Federal Building 
Asheville, NC 28801-2695 


or telephone: (704) 259-0682 


and request: 


Historical Climatology Series 3-10, Atlas of 
Monthly Palmer t Severity Indices (1895-1930) for the 
Contiguous United States. U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Climatic Data Center, Asheville, NC; 1985; 217 pp. 

















and/or 


Historical Climatology Series 3-1l, Atlas of 
Monthly Palmer Drought Severity Indices (1931-1983) for the 
Contiguous United States. U.S. Department of Commerce, 














National Climatic Data Center, Asheville, NC; 1985; 319 pp. 
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TOTAL GROWING DEGREE DAYS (CORN) 
MAR 1-APR 38,1988 












COMPUTED TO 96° F BASE WITH DARY 
MAXWAUNA TEAPERATURE LIAITED TO 06° F 
OR LESS AND DARBY Mmenaun TO 30° F 
0a O88. 

P4? =NOAAZUSDA AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY  5..040n preliminary reports 
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GROWING DEGREE DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL 
MAR 1-APR 30,1988 rd 








SHADED AREAS ABOVE 188 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending April 30, 1988 
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Based on 1951-80 normals 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 30, 1988 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending April 30, 1988 
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National Agricultural Summary 
April 25 to May 1, 1988 


HIGHLIGHTS: Precipitation interrupted planting in 
the central and southern Great Plains but provided 
much needed moisture. Corn planting surged ahead 
of normal. Small grains continued suffering from 
the lack of moisture in the northern Great Plains. 
Topsoil moisture declined in the Delta and 
Southeast. Soil moisture was becoming critically 
Short in the northern Great Plains. Fieldwork 
averaged 4 to 6 days in most areas of the Nation. 
Corn was 36 percent (%) seeded, compared with 
43% in 1987 and the 24% 5-year average. Planting 
surged 21 percentage points ahead of the previous 
week. Soybeans were 2% seeded and underway in 
virtually all States. Cotton seeding progressed 
normally in the 14 major producing States at 33% 
completion. Rain halted seeding in Oklahoma. 
Cotton began squaring in Texas. Grain sorghum was 
19% planted, trailing 1 point behind normal. Rice 
was 54% seeded and 20% emerged. Winter wheat was 
10% headed, 7 points below normal. Disease, 
insects, and the lack of moisture plagued wheat in 
the central and northern Great Plains. Spring 
wheat was 78% seeded, nearly doubling’ the 
average. Livestock was mostly good. 
SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat development continued 
lagging behind normal in most major producing 


States. Heading was 10% finished, compared with 
18% in 1987 and 17% normally. Heading had not 
begun in most Corn Belt States, the central and 


Plains, Pacific Northwest, and 
Rocky Mountain States. Winter wheat was mostly 
good to fair, but dryness kept condition mostly 
fair in the northern Great Plains. 

Cooler temperatures slowed 
progress in Texas. Nineteen percent of the 
acreage reached the heading stage, compared with 
the 51% average. Small grains turned color in 
many central and southern areas, and harvest was 
underway at Coastal Bend. Fields matured rapidly 
in the Blacklands. Heading increased significantly 


northern Great 


smal] grain 


in western and southern Oklahoma, but nitrogen 
shortage may reduce’ protein’ content. Foliar 
disease was evident in northern Oklahoma. Russian 


wheat aphids continued spreading. Wheat suffered 
light freeze damage in several areas of Kansas, 
but light wind damage was most noticeable in south- 
western areas. Russian wheat aphid population 
increased in the western third of the State, but 


chinch bugs were more common in central. and 
eastern areas. Wheat streak mosaic was”7 the 
prevalent disease ranging from light to severe. 
Moisture stress, disease, and insects concerned 
growers in many counties. Nebraska's wheat 
growers anticipated problems with wheat streak 
mosaic in the Panhandle, southwest, and east- 


central areas. 

Cooler temperatures slowed small grain develop- 
ment in California. Hail caused light damage 
overall, but some was locally heavy in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Early planted small grains neared 
maturity in western Arizona. 

Spring wheat was 78% seeded, surging 18 points 
ahead of the previous week. Planting ended the 


week 17 points ahead of 1987 and 36 points above 
the average. Nineteen percent of the acreage was 
emerged, slightly ahead of normal but 7 points 
below 1987. 

RN: Corn producers seeded slightly more than 
one-fifth of their acreage in week, reaching 36% 
completion. This compares with 24% seeded 


Planting was ahead of normal in 
virtually all States. Illinois seeding climbed 38 
points ahead of the previous week to 60% 
completion. In the Corn Belt and central Great 
Plains States, planting increased by 19 points or 
more. Below-normal temperatures slowed germina- 
tion in some areas. 


normally. 





SOYBEANS: Soybean planting was starting in most 
major producing States. The States with the 
largest percentage of the acreage seeded was 


Alabama with 8%, 
was each 4% seeded. 
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Dakota. 


COTTON: 
the normal 
doubled the 


and Illinois and Ohio's acreage 
Planting had not begun in 
South Carolina, and South 


Cotton was 33% seeded, 2 points ahead of 
pace. In Alabama, seeding more than 

previous week at 63% completion. 
Mississippi growers planted 32% of their acreage 
in 1 week. In North Carolina, planting trailed 25 
points behind normal, while New Mexico's producers 
pushed seeding 25 points above normal. Despite 
the 16-point gain, planting still lagged 30 points 
behind the average in South Carolina. In central 


Arizona, growers concentrated on replanting due to 
damage from rain and cool weather. Seeding 
increased in California but was slowed by showers 
and cool weather. Earlier rain, hail, and 
crusting soils caused some replanting. In Texas, 
low soil temperatures restricted ‘planting 
in many areas of the Plains. Cotton began 
squaring at Coastal Bend and in the Rio Grande 
Valley. 

SORGHUM: Sorghum seeding reached 19% completion, 


compared with 21% in 1987 and the 20% average. 
Planting was underway in all major producing 
States except Kansas and South Dakota. Wetness 
halted planting in Oklahoma and limited Texas to a 
l-point gain. Planting progressed rapidly in the 
Delta but was still 23 points behind normal in 
Louisiana. 

OTHER CROPS: Rice planting leaped 24 points ahead 
of the previous week to 54% completion. Planting 
went from 6 points below normal the previous week 
to 5 points ahead of normal this week. Emergence 
trailed 17 points below the average. 

Peanut planting trailed behind normal through- 
out most of the Southeast and Texas. Alabama was 
the exception with 38% planted, 8 points above 
normal. Peanut seeding was 9 points behind normal 
in Georgia, 15 points in Virginia, and 16 points 
in South Carolina. 

Tobacco transplanting progressed 
the Southeast. Tobacco’ plants ranged from 
emerging to silver dollar size in Kentucky. 
Tobacco transplanting was underway in Tennessee. 
FRUITS AND NUTS: Rain ended the dry spell in 
Florida's citrus belt. Irrigation was needed 
early in the week to maintain good’ tree 
condition. The lack of moisture caused fruit 
softening in the driest areas. Trees shed new 
fruit unwanted for next season's crop. Texas 
citrus groves were good but producers irrigated 
heavily. Early variety cherry harvest was under- 
way in California. Bing cherry harvest is 
expected to begin in mid May. Coachella Valley 
table grape harvest should begin next’ week. 
Valencia orange harvest gained momentum. Valencia 
Orange and grapefruit harvests progressed well in 
central and western Arizona. 


normally in 


VEGETABLES: 
Harvest declined seasonally 
was active in central Florida. 
and cabbage harvests declined 


Rain benefited Florida's vegetables. 
in southern areas but 

Celery, carrot, 
seasonally in the 


Rio Grande Valley. Planting and _ harvesting 
continued in east Texas. California vegetable 
harvest consisted mostly of artichoke, broccoli, 


asparagus, cauliflower, carrots, and lettuce. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: 
to good. Pastures 
Delta and Southeast. 


Pastures were mostly fair 
provided ample forage in the 
Livestock was mostly good. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 

ALABAMA: Rainfall totals mostly under 0.33 in.; CALIFORNIA: Cool temperatures prevailed early 

near 1.00 in. local areas east central. week, little rain many areas. Weather warmed up, 


Temperatures averaged 6 to 9° below normal north, 
central; 3 to 5° below normal south. Extensive 
hail Montgomery area; scattered frost north. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture 

21% short, 74% adequate, 5% surplus. Cool 
temperatures slowed most field activities. Acreage 
intended for spring planting 86% prepared, 82% 
1987. Corn 89% planted, 89% 1987, 77% avg. 
Sorghum 24% planted, 16% 1987, 17% avg. Cotton 63% 
planted, 71% 1987, 43% avg. Peanuts 38% planted, 
25% 1987, 30% avg. Soybeans 8% planted, 6% 1987, 
4% avg. Wheat 75% headed, 74% 1987, 69% avg.; 23% 
turning color, 15% 1987, 11% avg.; 32% fair, 66% 
good, 2% excellent. Stored feed supplies 46% 
short, 51% adequate, 3% surplus. Livestock, 
pastures mostly good to fair. Primary activities: 
Land preparation, seeding spring crops; applying 
fertilizer, herbicides to cropland; applying 
fungicide sprays to fruits, nuts, vegetables; 
cutting, baling hay; stocking fish ponds; routine 
care livestock, poultry. 
ARIZONA: Sunny skies, drier air, warming trend 
24th to 27th. Weak weather disturbance 28th, 
cooler air, scattered light showers, isolated 
thunderstorms eastern two-thirds. Abundant 
Sunshine, warmer temperatures last 2 days of month. 
Strong gusty winds statewide afternoon, evening 
30th. Average temperatures 3° below to 5° above 
normal. 

Cotton planting resumed as favorable weather 
returned. Statewide 80% planted, down 9% from 
1987, down 10% from avg. Replanting, planting 
dominated week's activities west. Many growers 
applied, preparing to apply post-emergence 
irrigation. Central growers concentrated on 
replanting due to damage from rains, cool weather. 
Some frost kill on seedling stands southeast. 
Alfalfa good to excellent. Regrowth continued. 
Elsewhere, irrigation continued. Small grains 90% 
planted west, early plantings neared maturity. 
Irrigation continued statewide. West artichoke 
harvest continued Parker area. Cantaloups, 
watermelons, honeydews continued to progress. 
Fruit developing, sizing normally with weed control 
some fields. Grapes making good progress. Red 





potatoes harvested, shipped central. Lettuce 
harvest continued Aguila. Assorted vegetables 
harvested, shipped Salt River Valley. Dry onion 


Eastern lettuce thinning, chili 
grapefruit harvest 


harvest underway. 
planting. Valencia orange, 


continued central, west. Groves good. Ranges 
adequate; rains received late April. Northern 
areas received 2.00 to 3.00 in. rain. 


Precipitation should provide adequate supply of 
stockwater until late spring. Lower elevations 
over 1.00 in. rain, revitalized ranges, provided 
adequate feeding. Rain improved range conditions 
Southwest. Ranges higher elevations 85% of normal, 
mid-elevations 90%, desert 95%. Feed supplies 
average. Soil moisture, stockwater adequate. 
Cattle, calves mostly good; sheep, lambs good. 
Insect damage minimal all areas. 
ARKANSAS: 001, dry. Temperatures below normal. 
Light rain first part week. Temperature extremes 
32°; 84°. Rainfall totals none to 0.15 in. 
Soil moisture 
2% surplus. 





Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. 
Supplies 23% short, 75% adequate, 
Cotton 10% poor, 34% fair, 56% good. Rice 3% poor, 
39% fair, 49% good, 9% excellent. Soybeans less 
than 5% planted. Sorghum 5% poor, 41% fair, 49% 

ood, 5% excellent. Corn 89% planted, 89% 1987, 
1% poor, 23% fair, 57% good, 19% 
Alfalfa hay cutting underway; 1% poor, 
Other hay 21% fair, 79% good. 
Strawberry harvest 
Peach potential good. Pastures 
Livestock good. 


8% normal; 
excellent. 
13% fair, 86% good. 
Tomatoes being staked, tied. 
underway. 
providing ample forage. 


dried out during later part of week. 
all areas still well behind normal. 

Rain first part, cool weather slowed fieldwork. 
Seeding cotton increased, still slow due showers, 
cool. Earlier rain, hail caused replanting some, 
crust break tillage others. Rice seeding good 
progress, full swing weekend. Harvest alfalfa, 
small grains, hay, silage, green-chop active. 
Windrowed hay damaged early. Rodent controls seed 
alfalfa. Harvest overwintered sugarbeets 
progressed. Most small grains headed. Sheeping- 
off some dryland. Cooler temperatures slowed 
development. San Joaquin Valley hail damage light 
overall, some locally heavy. Apricot harvest near. 
Early variety cherry picking underway. Bing cherry 
harvest set for mid May. Grapes treated for 
mildew, grapeleaf skeletonizer. Coachella Valley 
table grape harvest begins next week. Lemons 60% 
harvested south coast; 90% San Joaquin Valley. 
Navel orange harvest winding down, valencia harvest 
gained momentum. Almond nut, pistachio bud sets 
heavy. Walnuts treated for blight, codling moth. 
Artichoke harvest continued, heavy volume, good 
quality Castroville; harvest active San Mateo. 
Asparagus cut Sacramento Valley, Delta. Broccoli 
heavy, good quality, Salinas, Santa Maria; harvest 
continued Merced-Atwater, Riverside, Westside. 
Cauliflower movement moderate, good quality, 
Salinas, Santa Maria. Carrot digging continued 
Sacramento Valley; Riverside. Lettuce supplies 
moderate, variable quality, Salinas; decreasing 
supplies, variable quality, central San Joaquin 
Valley. Lettuce harvest light, Westside. Some 
early melon fields replanted Sacramento Valley. 
Sweetpotato planting began Merced-Atwater. 
Strawberry volume decreased Salinas, Santa Maria; 
harvest active south coast. Fresh tomatoes planted 
Merced-Atwater. Livestock good statewide. Many 
herds culled being moved off poor rangeland onto 
irrigated pastures. Rains benefited grass higher 
elevations too late for lower pastures. Cattle 
movement very active some areas. 

COLORADO: Scattered showers during week. 
Precipitation none to 0.23 in. Average 
temperature 2 to 5° below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Soil moisture 
supplies 7% very short, 29% short, 62% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Winter wheat 32% jointed. 
Barley 89% seeded, 47% emerged. Fall potato 
plantings just underway. Livestock good, 
death losses average. Calving 87%, lambing 84%. 
Stored feed supplies adequate. Ranges, pastures 


Precipitation 





ood. 
FLORIDA: Stationary front north; areas of light 





rain near front moved south as low pressure area 
developed along front, allowing it to move south, 
pushing areas of light rain southward 27th. On 
28th secondary, dry cold front moved through State, 
clearing skies. Moist low pressure area 30th, 
moved quickly from Gulf across State with rains 
averaging 1.00 to 3.00 in. Gusty winds accompanied 
low pressure system. By lst, most rain over 
southern half of State as low pressure area moved 
eastward; cold front moved south. Temperatures 


mostly above normal first half, below normal 
afterwards. 

Soil moisture short along upper eastern 
Peninsula; short to adequate elsewhere. Peanut 
planting active. Cotton planting started. Land 
preparation soybeans, sorghum continued. 


Sidedressing corn 
underway. Wheat into hard dough stage. Sugarcane 
making good growth. General weekend rains 
stimulated grass, helped relieve dry pastures; 
however, grazing remained light, drier localities. 
Pastures very poor to fair most of Panhandle, fair 
to good or better extreme northern, southern 


Irrigation active tobacco. 
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Peninsula, poor to mostly fair elsewhere. Cattle 
fair to good depending largely on amount, quality 
of forage available. Badly needed rain received 
30th, ended 2 week dry spell, citrus belt. 
Irrigation active all areas earlier week to 
maintain good tree condition. Trees shedding new 
fruit unwanted for next season's crop. In areas 
driest before weekend rain, some fruit softening 
continued evident. Valencia harvest very active. 
Grapefruit movement slowed, honey tangerine harvest 
almost completed. Warm days, cool nights vegetable 
producing areas. Weekend rain beneficial al] 
areas. Crops fair to good. Harvest many crops 
declined seasonally south, active central. Volume 
leaders: Tomatoes, potatoes, cucumbers, sweet 
corn, peppers, celery, cabbage. Also good volume 
squash, lettuce, snap beans, carrots, radishes, 
watermelons. First ruskin tomatoes packed. 


GEORGIA: Cool week temperatures 6 to 9° below 
normal north, 2 to 8° below south. Highs mid, 
upper 70s north; around 80° central, upper 80s 
south. Rain under 0.20 in. north, 1.00 to 3.00 in. 
central, south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.9. Soil moisture 

1% very short, 8% short, 71% adequate, 20% surplus. 
Corn 12% fair, 78% good, 10% excellent. Cotton 10% 
poor, 35% fair, 55% good. Sorghum grain 21% fair, 
69% good, 10% excellent; planting behind average, 
crop mostly good. Peanuts 5% poor, 27% fair, 67% 
good, 1% excellent; 29% planted, 23% 1987, 36% 
avg.; planting very active, fair to mostly good. 
Soybean planting slow start. Tobacco mostly good; 
98% transplanted, 98% 1987, 98% avg. Watermelons 
fair to mostly good, planting slightly ahead of 
average. Wheat 100% boot, 97% 1987, 96% avg. 
Small grains good. Peaches, apples good. Pastures 
mostly good. Cattle, hogs mostly good. 
HAWAII: Variable weather, fair for agriculture. 
Temperatures low 70s to mid 80s. Rainfall none to 
6.50 in. Trade winds brisk 10 to 30 mph, trade 
winds likely caused light damage to exposed crops. 
Moderate showers windward areas slowed farming, 
crop progress. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Large brush 
fire on Molokai over weekend. Under control 
morning of 2nd. Agricultural damage limited to 
charred pasture land. Crops statewide fair to 
good. Papaya harvesting active. Banana production 
steady. Head cabbage output moderate, steady. 
Chinese cabbage output moderate, good quality. 
Head lettuce harvest light. Watermelon heavy for 
time of year with increase expected. Tomato 
production steady. Ginger root activity slowed by 
rains. 

IDAHO: Temperatures below normal end of week. 
Precipitation varied. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 
-3% very short, 44% short, 53% adequate. Irrigation 
water supplies fair, good. Spring wheat 77% seeded, 
92% 1987, 69% avg.; 54% emerged. Winter wheat 
good, 20% jointed. Barley 76% seeded, 87% 1987, 
54% avg.; 51% emerged. Oats 59% seeded, 30% 
emerged. Potatoes 36% planted, 39% 1987, 30% avg. 
Sugarbeets 77% emerged. Onion emergence virtually 
complete, 87% 1987, 63% avg. Corn 27% planted. 
Dry peas 56% planted, 96% 1987. Lentils 462% 
planted, 85% 1987. Hay, roughage supplies good. 
Livestock good. 





ILLINOIS: Temperatures averaged 1 to 3° below 
normal west central, 4 to 8° below normal 
elsewhere. Precipitation averaged 0.30 to 0.40 in. 
northern most sections, negligible elsewhere. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Soil moisture 
54% short, 46% adequate. Oats 95% planted, 100% 
1987, 85% avg. Alfalfa 17% fair, 73% good, 10% 
excellent. Pasture 3% poor, 22% fair, 72% good, 3% 





excellent; supplying livestock roughage requirement 
61%, 73% 1987, 68% avg. 


INDIANA: Temperatures 3 to 7° below normal. Lows 
upper 20s to lower 30s, highs 70s to 80s. 
Precipitation below normal. Totals 0.25 to 0.50 
in. north, below 0.25 in. elsewhere. Soil 
temperatures below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 

moisture 36% short, 64% adequate. Subsoil moisture 
20% short, 80% adequate. Spring cropland 92% 
tilled, 92% 1987, 81% avg. Wheat 12 in. high, 12 
in. 1987, 10 in. avg.; 48% jointed, 47% 1987, 43% 
avg. Oats 96% seeded, 96%, 1987, 89% avg. Oats 4 
in. high, 4 in. 1987, 4 in. avg. Clover 95% 
seeded, 93% 1987, 87% avg. Pastures 12% poor, 50% 
fair, 36% good, 2% excellent. Ideal conditions for 
planting, tilling. 
IOWA: Temperatures near normal. Precipitation 
below normal. Rain, snow north, light rain south. 
Temperature extremes 26° Belle Plains 29th, 80° 
Storm Lake lst. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 

moisture 50% short, 48% adequate, 2% surplus; 
subsoil moisture 33% short, 67% adequate. Winter 
wheat 1% very poor, 9% poor, 31% fair, 50% good, 9% 
excellent. Hay 1% very poor, 13% poor, 37% fair, 
45% good, 4% excellent. Oats 70% emerged, 67% 
1987, 46% avg.; 4% poor, 41% fair, 49% good, 6% 
excellent. Seedbed preparation 93%; fertilizer 
application 90%, 83% 1987, 70% avg. Pastures 5% 
very poor, 18% poor, 36% fair, 37% good, 4% 
excellent. Livestock mostly good. Dusty feedlots 
turned into muddy lots early week. Snow caused 
some stress in calves. 
KANSAS: Temperatures averaged 56° north central to 
58° eastern third. Northwest 4° above normal, 
below normal elsewhere. Precipitation heaviest 
south, 0.25 to 0.75 in., isolated areas 1.00 in. 
North central 0.50 to 1.00 in., 0.10 in. or less 
elsewhere. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 
moisture 54% short, 40% adequate, 6% surplus. 
Subsoil 37% short, 60% adequate, 3% surplus. Wheat 
85% jointing, 90% 1987, 70% avg. Light freeze 
damage several areas. Light wind damage, 
especially southwest. Russian wheat aphid 
population continued increasing western third, 
light to moderate. Chinch bugs more common 
central, east; wheat, other small grains. Wheat 
streak mosaic most prevalent disease, light to 
severe. Severely affected fields ragged, uneven 
growth caused by disease. Powdery mildew continued 
active central, east; moved up to middle leaves 
many cases. Moisture stress, plus Russian wheat 
aphid, wheat streak mosaic major concern many 
counties. Alfalfa weevil eastern two-thirds, light 
to severe. Treatment completed many areas. Spring 
black stem increased central, east; defoliation 
some areas. Growth slowed, cool weather. Lack of 
moisture concern expressed by many counties, 
especially for maturing wheat. Range, pastures 


good statewide; best conditions southeast, worst 
northwest. Pastures supplying 55% roughage 


requirements. Feed grains, hay, forage adequate. 
KENTUCKY: Cool, very dry. Spotty amounts of rain 
extreme northeast, east 28th. Less than 0.10 in. 
Temperatures averaged 4 to 6° below normal. Lows 
30s, highs 60s to lower 70s. Warmer temperatures 
over weekend, highs reaching 70s lst. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil moisture 
12% very short, 61% short, 28% adequate. Corn 
planting progressed well, 11% emerged. Cool, dry 
conditions slowed development. Soybean planting 
underway. Tobacco growers watering beds. Plants 
range from just emerged to silver dollar size. 
Wheat 15% headed. Hay mostly good. Pastures fair 
to good. Some alfalfa harvest begun. Weevil 
continued to be problem. Fruits 7% poor, 37% fair, 
51% good, 5% excellent. 

LOUISIANA: Temperatures normal to 3° below normal. 
Temperature extremes 45°; 92°. Rainfall averaged 
none to 1.94 in. 
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Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 

2% very short, 50% short, 46% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Spring plowing 92%, 91% 1987, 81% avg. Corn fair 
to good; 95% planted, 91% 1987, 91% avg.; 77% 
emerged, 80% 1987, 85% avg. Cotton 9% emerged; 
sorghum 12% emerged; both well behind normal. 
Sweetpotatoes 16% planted, 11% 1987, 15% avg. 
Winter wheat fair to good; 98% headed, 95% 1987, 
88% avg.; 20% turning color, 30% 1987, 31% avg. 
Hay lst cutting 7%, 13% 1987, 10% avg. Livestock 
good. Sugarcane, vegetables, pastures fair to 
good. Harvesting strawberries, crawfish, 
vegetables. Winter wheat yield could be reduced 
due to wheat scab disease. Main activities: 
Spring plowing; fertilizing pastures; planting 
corn, cotton, rice, sorghum, sweetpotatoes, 
vegetables; cutting hay. 
MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Maryland: Precipitation 
averaged 0.76 in. Precipitation since March lst 
2.06 in. below normal. Average temperature 54°, 
normal 57°, Temperature extremes 27°; 77°. Snow 
in mountains. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 
moisture adequate. Subsoil moisture 30% short, 70% 
adequate. Acreage 75% prepared for planting 75%, 
70% 1987. Corn 25% planted, 20% 1987. Sweet corn 
20% planted, 25% 1987. Wheat, oats, barley, rye 

ood. Apples 55% in bloom. 

Delaware: Precipitation averaged 0.65 in. 
Precipitation since March lst 1.96 in. below 
normal. Average temperature 54”, normal 57”. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Topsoil 
moisture 20% short, 80% adequate. Subsoil moisture 
30% short, 70% adequate. Acreage 65% prepared for 
planting, 70% 1987. Corn 25% planted, 30% 1987. 
Sweet corn 45% planted, 30% 1987. Potatoes 98% 
planted, 90% 1987. Wheat, barley, rye good. 











MICHIGAN: Temperatures ranged 3° below normal to 
normal. Temperature extremes 25°; 71%. 
CeCe SD ESSE SEN ranged none to 0.91 in. across 
tate. 


Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Soil moisture 
15% short, 65% adequate, 20% surplus. Corn 5% 
planted, 20% 1987, 10% avg. Oats 60% planted, 90% 
1987, 55% avg. Potatoes 10% planted, 15% 1987, 15% 
avg. Sugarbeets 75% planted, 98% 1987, 65% avg. 
Wheat 2% very poor, 8% poor, 25% fair, 50% good, 
15% excellent. Activities: Spring tillage, 
fertilizer application, oats, sugarbeet planting. 
Fruit development, vegetable planting behind. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 1 to 3° below 
normal southern third, 1 to 4 above normal 
elsewhere. Temperature extremes 19°; 81°. 
Precipitation averaged 0.07 to 0.36 in. above 
normal southern third, 0.21 to 0.53 in. below 
normal elsewhere. Greatest weekly total 1.55 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 
moisture 26% very short, 28% short, 44% adequate, 
2% surplus. Spring wheat 87% planted, 87% 1987, 
46% avg.; 19% emerged, 43% 1987, 15% avg. Oats 92% 
planted, 90% 1987, 54% avg.; 28% emerged, 61% 1987, 
22% avg. Barley 78% planted, 85% 1987, 40% avg.; 
12% emerged, 26% 1987, 10% avg. Corn 60% land 
prepared, 79% 1987, 33% avg.; 21% planted, 58% 
1987, 16% avg. Soybeans 23% land prepared, 43% 
1987, 13% avg.; 1% planted, 7% 1987, 1% avg. 
Sunflowers 1% planted, 10% 1987, 2% avg. Flax 10% 
planted, 12% 1987, 4% avg. Sugarbeets 95% planted, 
83% 1987, 39% avg. Potatoes 22% planted, 27% 1987, 
12% avg. Green peas 50% planted, 63% 1987, 35% 
avg. Sweet corn 8% planted, 17% 1987, 5% avg. 





MISSISSIPPI: Average temperatures 3° above south 





to 10° below normal north. Average rainfall 0.03 
in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3, 6.0 1987, 4.1 
avg. Soil moisture 24% short, 69% adequate, 7% 
Planting moved ahead steadily. 


Surplus. Corn fair 


to good; 75% planted, 80% 1987, 72% avg.; 53% 
emerged 1987, 52% avg. Wheat good; 79% heading, 
80% 1987, 76% avg.; 0% mature. Rice 75% planted, 
93% 1987, 53% avg.; 18% emerged, 7% 1987, 23% avg. 
sorghum 53% planted, 36% 1987, 35% avg.; 19% 
emerged, 14% 1987. Cotton 36% planted, 39% 1987, 
30% avg. Soybean 2% planted, 2% 1987, 2% avg. 
Livestock, pasture good. Peaches 12% very poor, 8% 
poor, 26% fair, 54% good. Peanut, watermelon, 
Sweetpotato planting all jumped ahead of average. 
MISSOURI: Temperatures 5” below normal except 
BootheeT 9° below normal. ODry, only isolated 
showers. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 

moisture 71% short, 27% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Germination, growth of crops, pastures slow due to 
moisture shortage, cool weather. Tillage for 
spring crops 87%, 79% 1987, 68% avg. Pasture 2% 
very poor, 18% poor, 44% fair, 33% good, 3% 
excellent. 
MONTANA: Temperatures normal to slightly below. 
Continued dry north central, northeast, southeast. 
Moderate to heavy precipitation southwest, south 
central; 0.25 to 1.25 in. central, western light to 
moderate amounts. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil 
moisture 69% short, 29% adequate, 2% surplus. 
Subsoil moisture 61% short, 37% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Barley 73% planted, 40% 1987, 50% avg.; 
13% emerged. Oats 69% planted, 29% 1987, 39% avg. 
Sugarbeets 83% planted, 44% 1987, 40% avg. Calving 
92%, 88% 1987, 87% avg. Lambing 88%, 78% 1987, 79% 
avg. Cattle, sheep death loss 47% below avg., 51% 
avg., 2% above avg. 





NEBRASKA: Snow west, north central; rainfall 
remainder of State beginning of week. 
Precipitation ranged 0.25 to over 1.00 in. 
Temperatures averaged near normal. Extremes 20°; 
835*.. 





Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. Topsoil 
moisture 38% short, 62% adequate. Subsoil moisture 
28% short, 72% adequate. Winter wheat 46% fair, 
52% good, 2% excellent; 25% jointed, 59% 1987, 22% 
avg. Some Panhandle fields continued reaching 
treatment levels for Russian wheat aphids. 
Possible streak mosaic problems in Panhandle, 
southwest, east central. Corn 25% planted, 29% 
1987, 12% avg. Oats 97% seeded, 93% 1987, 79% 
avg. Sorghum 1% planted, 2% 1987. Soybeans 1% 
planted equal to 1987. Cool soil temperatures 
slowed emergence of corn, small grains. Alfalfa 
hay 34% fair, 66% good. Wild hay mostly fair. 
Pasture, range feeds mostly adequate. Cattle moved 


to summer pastures. Some cattle fed supplemental 
hay due to slow spring grass growth. 

NEVADA: High pressure system early gave way to 
series low pressure systems midweek with strongest 
storm end of period. These storms generally 
brought light precipitation north. Storm end of 
week lowered temperatures considerably. Greatest 
precipitation totals northeast. 

Low temperatures, gusty winds, late week hampered 

planting small grains, potatoes, garlic, onions. 
Recent cold weather brought plant growth to 
standstill. Due to anticipated water shortages, 
possible drought conditions ranges, culling herds 
common most areas. 
NEW ENGLAND: Cool. Average temperatures 3 to 5° 
below normal. Range 40° extreme north, low 50° 
south coast. Precipitation ranged 0.67 to 2.00 in. 
north to south coastal; 2.50 to 4.00 in. west; 1.00 
to 3.00 in. south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Soil moisture 
15% very short, 45% short, 40% adequate. Grazing 
availability 20% short, 80% adequate. Fieldwork 
progress on schedule. Maine potatoes 0% planted. 
Connecticut River Valley potatoes 35% planted, 10% 
1987, 5% avg. Rhode Island potatoes 10% planted, 














16 Weekly Weather and Crop Builetin May 3, 1988 
10% 1987, 10% avg. Field corn less than 5% 1987, 19% avg.; barley 67%, 50% 1987, 30% avg.; 
planted. Early sweet corn 15% planted south, 10% oats 60%, 46% 1987, 31% avg.; flax 7%, 7% 1987, 5% 


Oats 5% sown, 1% 1987, 1% avg. Hay 
good. Fruit trees in bud stage. Asparagus harvest 
active south. Major farm activities: Spreading 
manure, plowing, repairing fences, planting corn, 
Spraying fruit, setting out early vegetables. 


planted north. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged much below 
normal. Extremes 26°; 75°. Rainfall averaged 1.12 
in. north, 0.92 in. central, 0.59 in. south. 
Heaviest 24-hour total 1.42 in. on 27th, 28th. 
Estimated soil moisture percent field capacity 
averaged 97% north, south; 96% central, 94% south, 
Four inch soil temperatures averaged 49° north, 50 

central, 51° south. 

Crop growth delayed by continued below normal 
temperatures. Soil moisture generally adequate as 
result of scattered showers during period. Frost 
occurred morning of 26th. Apple, blueberry, 
Strawberry bloom advanced. Early season vegetable 
harvest slowed by cool weather. Sweetpotato bed 
preparation well advanced. Oat planting complete. 
Soil preparation, fertilizing active. Field corn 
planting to be general next week. Fruit spraying 
active as condition permits. 








NEW MEXICO: Average weekly temperatures near 
normal. Rain, snow late week at scattered 
locations. Some light to moderate wind, hail, 


freeze damage. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. 
82% short, 18% adequate. Barley 40% fair, 60% 
good. Wheat 30% poor, 50% fair, 20% good; 32% 
heading. Cotton 70% planted. Onions 25% fair, 75% 
good. Lettuce 50% fair, 50% good; harvest just 
getting underway. Cattle 10% poor, 40% fair, 50% 


Soil moisture 





good. Sheep 50% fair, 50% good. Range 30% poor, 
70% fair. 

NEW YORK: Cool, wet. Temperatures well below 
normal. Lows 20s, highs 50s most days. 
Significant precipitation 27th to 29th. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Fieldwork 
delayed by cold temperatures. Soil moisture 
adequate. Oats 30% seeded, 33% 1987, 34% avg. 
Corn 2% seeded, 4% 1987, 4% avg. Pastures, hay 


fair. 
NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged 3 to 5° 
below normal across State. Temperature extremes 
30°; 85°, Precipitation ranged none to 0.78 in. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Soil moisture 1% 
very short, 23% short, 71% adequate, 5% surplus. 
Oats 1% poor, 17% fair, 76% good, 6% excellent. 
Barley 13% fair, 79% good, 8% excellent. Rye 2% 
poor, 13% fair, 81% good, 4% excellent. Pasture 2% 
poor, 27% fair, 66% good, 5% excellent. Tobacco 
30% transplanted, 21% 1987, 28% avg.; plantbeds 4% 
poor, 16% fair, 78% good, 2% excellent. Tobacco 
plant supply 8% short, 91% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Irish potatoes 3% poor, 27% fair, 65% good, 5% 
excellent. Peaches 3% poor, 20% fair, 74% good, 3% 
excellent. Truck crops 7% poor, 29% fair, 64% good. 
Sorghum 17% planted, 8% 1987, 14% avg. Major farm 
activities: Planting corn, sorghum; preparing land 
for spring planting; tending tobacco plantbeds; 
bedding land for tobacco transplanting; 
transplanting tobacco, peppers, truck crops; 
harvesting asparagus; fertilizing, spraying nursery 
crops; spraying alfalfa weevils; feeding livestock; 
general farm maintenance. 


NORTH DAKOTA: 





Temperatures ranged 1 to 3° above 





normal. Extremes 14° west central; 86° west 
a Ut ae Precipitation variable; ranged none to 
- Tn. 


Days suitable for fieldwork 6.6. Topsoil moisture 
improved, remained below average; 36% very short, 
49% short, 15% adequate. Subsoil moisture below 
average; 36% very short, 44% short, 20% adequate. 
Winter wheat mostly fair, 4% jointing. Spring wheat 
69% planted, 49% 1987, 32% avg.; durum 43%, 30% 


avg.; corn 9%, 12% 1987, 5% avg.; potatoes 8%, 5% 
1987, 6% avg.; sugarbeets 93%, 87% 1987, 44% avg.; 
soybeans 2%, 1% 1987, 1% avg. Calving 92%, lambing 
96%. Pastures mostly poor. 

QHIO: Average lows ranged low 30s to low 40s; 3 
to 10° subnormal. Average high temperatures ranged 
upper 50s to mid 60s; 3 to 9” subnormal. Extreme 
lows 20s to upper 30s. Precipitation 0.10 to 0.90 
in., lightest south; 0.60 to 0.80 in. subnormal. 
Soil temperatures averaged low 50s to low 60s. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 
32% short, 61% adequate, 7% surplus. Activities 
included land preparation, planting, harvesting 
forage. Winter wheat good; 11% jointing, 15% 1987. 
Hay, pasture good; some alfalfa sprayed to control 
weevil. Low temperatures slowed emergence, growth 
of field, vegetable crops. Few orchards damaged by 
frost; overall condition good. 

OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged 3° below normal 





Panhandle to 5° below normal north central. 
Precipitation averaged none southeast to 0.57 in. 
north central. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 
moisture 15% short, 75% adequate, 10% surplus. 
Subsoil moisture 3% short, 97% adequate. Wheat 80% 
good, 20% excellent; 25% heading, 45% 1987, 35% 
avg. Heading increased significantly west, south. 
Nitrogen shortage may reduce protein content. 
Foliar diseases evident north. Russian wheat aphid 
infestations spreading. Sorghum 2% planted, 3% 
1987, 5% avg. Cotton 2% planted, 3% 1987, 3% avg. 
Soybeans 3% planted, 10% 1987, 3% avg. Corn 70% 
planted, 75% 1987, 50% avg. Wet fields prevented 
most row crop activity. Pastures improved with 


grass growth. Cattle good; marketings, prices 
stable. 

OREGON: Weekly average temperatures 3 to 4° 
below normal east of Cascades, southwestern 
valleys. Remainder near normal. Precipitation 
1.20 to 1.50 in. coast, Willamette Valley, 
Cascades. Southwest 0.70 in., less than 0.20 in. 


central areas. Barely more than traces arid areas 
extreme east. 

Soil moisture 15% short, 80% adequate, 5% 
surplus. Barley 96% seeded, 95% 1987, 90% avg. 
Crops most of eastern grain area much improved with 
2.00 to 3.00 in. of rain past 2 weeks. Rye 
heading; wheat, barley flag leaf stage east. 
Grain, grass seed fields even better west; 
although some leaf spot on fescue, ryegrass. 
Fieldwork for corn slowed by rain Willamette 
Valley. Field corn for silage planted southwest. 
Spring grain planting continued between showers 
eastern high country. Hay fields fertilized east; 
near lst alfalfa cutting Hermiston-Boardman. Some 
grass, alfalfa cut for silage Medford. Mint 
flaming underway; stringing of hop yards continued 
Willamette Valley. Strawberries had good bloom, 
slight frost damage to low lying fields Willamette 
Valley; blueberries full bloom; both crops look 
good. Buds showed on marionberries, boysenberries. 
Fruit trees full bloom to past bloom west. Some 
orchard heating morning of 26th Hood River; apples 
sprayed for fireblight, thinning; crop good. 
Cranberries show light blight fungus infections 
south coast. Potato planting continued early 
areas; central area about 2 weeks away. Harvested 
bunch vegetables between storms west. Green peas, 
broccoli emerged, growing well; sowed onions, snap 
beans, sweet corn, beets Willamette Valley. Onions 
seeded, some emerged; sweet corn planted southwest. 
Some watermelon planting Hermiston. Livestock good 
to excellent. Some early turnout to ranges. 
Eastern ranges poor to fair, but improved due to 
rain. Sagebrush range at low elevations still dry, 
grasses heading right on ground. Higher elevation 
Summer ranges show rapid grass growth. Western 
pastures good. Annual grasses headed on 


southeastern rangeland, 




















May 3, 1988 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 17 





PENNSYLVANIA: 


Unseasonably cool temperatures 


continued across State past week. Average 
temperature 46°, 4° below normal. Temperature 
extremes 239; 75°. Average precipitation 0.77 in., 


0.05 in. below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. Soil moisture 
35% short, 60% adequate, 5% surplus. Plowing 72%, 
66% 1987, 53% avg. Corn 14% planted, 14% 1987, 11% 
avg. Soybeans 0% planted, 2% 1987, 2% avg. Oats 
78% planted, 74% 1987, 62% avg. Potatoes 58% 
planted, 55% 1987, 35% avg. Tobacco beds 100% 


planted, 90% 1987, 84% avg. Barley 91% pre-boot, 
78% 1987, 87% avg.; 9% boot, 22% 1987, 12% avg.; 
0% heading or headed, 0% 1987, 1% avg. Wheat 96% 
pre-boot, 91% 1987, 95% avg.; 4% boot, 9% 1987, 
5% avg.; 1% very poor, 5% poor, 25% fair, 53% good, 
16% excellent. Oats 6% poor, 32% fair, 57% good, 
5% excellent. Hay stands mostly good to fair. 
Feed from pastures mostly below average to 
average. Peaches 28% pre-pink, 18% 1987, 31% avg.; 
23% pink, 22% 1987, 25% avg.; 49% full bloom or 
past, 60% 1987, 44% avg. Cherries 41% pre-pink, 
17% 1987, 30% avg.; 13% pink, 19% 1987, 21% avg.; 
46% full bloom or past, 64% 1987, 49% avg. Apples 
50% pre-pink, 24% 1987, 47% avg.; 31% pink, 36% 
1987, 23% avg.; 19% full bloom or past, 40% 1987, 


30% avg. Activities: Planting corn, potatoes, 
oats, hay, tobacco; spring plowing; fence 
repair; hauling manure; spreading fertilizer; 


machinery maintenance; caring for livestock. 
PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall averaged 0.99 in., 
0.27 in. below normal. Highest weekly total 
rainfall 4.49 in. Arecibo Observatory, 3.34 in. 
Pico Del Este-Luquillo, 3.27 in. Lares. Highest 
24-hour total 2.69 in. Pico Del Este-Luquillo. 
Total rainfall since January lst 14.32 in., 20% 
above normal. San Juan WSFO mean temperature 81°, 
2° above normal. Total rainfall 1.42 in., 0.39 in. 
above normal. Divisional temperature averaged 
about 79° on coasts, 70 to 73° interior divisions, 
mean station temperature ranged 65° Pico Del Este- 
Luquillo to 82° Roosevelt Roads. Lowest minimum 
temperature 52° Adjuntas. Highest maximum 
temperature 92° several places. 
SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged slightly 
below seasonal normals. Scattered frost 29th to 
30th, isolated areas. Rainfall averaged 2.00 in. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Soil moisture 
3% very short, 24% short, 73% adequate. Corn 
good; 98% planted, 93% 1987, 89% avg. Tobacco fair 
to good; 88% planted, 75% 1987, 79% avg. Cotton 
fair; 27% planted, 37% 1987, 57% avg. Peanuts 
fair to good; 15% planted, 31% 1987, 31% avg. 
Watermelons fair to good; 82% planted, 86% 1987, 
83% avg. Sweetpotatoes fair to good; 8% planted, 
6% 1987, 8% avg. Tomatoes fair to mostly good; 
94% planted, 97% 1987, 98% avg. Spring cukes fair 
to good; 75% planted, 86% 1987, 86% avg. Wheat 
good; 80% headed, 57% 1987, 73% avg.; 1% turning 
color, 4% 1987, 11% avg. Oats good; 75% headed, 
67% 1987, 70% avg.; 2% turning color, 6% 1987, 11% 
avg. Peaches good. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Average temperatures 1° above to 7° 
below normal. Extremes 17%; 90°. Precipitation 
widespread over State with heaviest amounts south. 
Precipitation for year continued below normal 
except for parts southeast. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Topsoil 

moisture mostly short to critical; 23% critically 
short, 37% short, 36% adequate, 4% surplus. End of 
week gusts blew topsoil, stirred up dust storms. 
Spring planting neared completion, corn just 
Started. Some problems with sick calves due to 
variable weather. 
TENNESSEE: Cold front with no rain crossed State 
27th. High pregsure late week brought dry weather. 
No rain occurred anywhere. Departure from normal 
1.00 in. statewide. Temperatures averaged below 
normal entire week. Ranged 5° below normal west, 
10° below normal northeast. 














Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 
7% very short, 51% short, 42% adequate. Corn 56% 
planted, 60% 1987, 45% avg.; 25% emerged, 29% 1987, 
29% avg. Cotton 25% planted, 46% 1987, 22% avg. 
Sorghum 19% planted, 26% 1987, 16% avg. Soybeans 
1% planted, 3% 1987, 1% avg. Tobacco 95% plants 
up, 96% 1987, 91% avg.; 3% transplanted, 2% 1987, 
1% avg. Wheat 92% jointed, 90% 1987, 83% avg.; 38% 
headed, 90% 1987, 74% avg. Alfalfa 6% lst cutting, 
6% 1987, 4% avg. Below normal temperatures slowed 
growth. Pastures mostly good. Cattle fair to 
good. Hay being treated for alfalfa weevil. Main 
activities: Land preparation; planting row crops, 
vegetables; applying fertilizer; tending livestock, 


poultry. 

TEXAS: Crops: Small grains turn color many 
portions central, south; some harvest underway 
Coastal Bend. Most fields maturing rapidly 
Blacklands. Additional fields grazed Hill Country 
because poor progress. Fields continued head out 
Plains. Yield prospects increased slightly dryland 
fields after rain 2 weeks ago. Irrigated fields 
streak mosaic 


some rust problems. Aphids, 
increased. Additional spraying underway. Cooler 
temperatures night slowed progress little. Wheat 


19% headed, 
continued Plains. 


44% 1987, 51% avg. Corn planting 
Growth many emerged fields slow 
because cooler nighttime temperatures. Stands 
good. Fields cultivated Blacklands, central. 
Signs moisture stress increased. Producers east 
sidedressing some fields. Good general rain would 
boost conditions across State. Corn 89% planted, 
90% 1987, 89% avg. Grain sorghum planting 
increased Cross-Timbers, Low Piains with open 
weather. Moisture needed insure good emergence. 
Cultivating activities steady central, southern 
areas. Light insect problems. Some fertilizing 
completed. Sorghum 58% planted, 55% 1987, 62% avg. 
Cotton producers Plains trying to begin planting 
operations; soil temperatures too cool many areas. 
Planting increased many other areas. Producers 


Coastal Bend, Valley applying insecticides as 
needed. Fields these areas squaring. Rain would 


further boost progress; cotton fields not stressed 
as much as other field crops. Cotton 20% planted, 
18% 1987, 16% avg.; 1% squaring, none 1987, 1% avg. 
Rice planting winding down Coastal Bend. 
Fertilization, irrigation continued. Fields 
emerging slowly. Rice 97% planted, 92% 1987, 892% 
avg.; 55% emerged, 68% 1987, 63% avg. Peanut 
producers south planting fields, hoping for rain. 
Irrigation, steady where available. Land 
preparation virtually complete other areas. 
Other field crops: Peanuts 5% planted, 5% 1987, 
7% avg. Sugarbeets 100% planted, 94% 1987, 94% 
avg. Soybeans 3% planted, 18% 1987, 7% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley 

carrots, celery winding down 
seasonally. Harvest onions increased. Yields good 
later varieties. Melons excellent progress. 
Irrigation steady citrus. Groves very good. San 
Antonio-Winter Garden light supplies carrots 
available. Melons, onions good progress. Harvest 
some onions underway. East planting, harvesting 
continued. Weed control continued. Melons good 
progress. Irrigation steady. High Plains onions, 
potatoes progressed well after last rain. Blowing 
sand hurt some plants. Trans-Pecos harvest onions 
begin soon Presidio. Melons good progress. 
Peaches continued size well many areas. Spraying 
continued east. Some thinning. Harvest continued 
Valley. Pecan progress slow many areas because 
cool weather, lack of rain. Spray programs 
continued. 

Range and Pasture: Ranges, pastures could use 
another good rain most areas. South, Trans-Pecos 
remained critically dry. Cattle shown some weight 
losses with reduced forage. Some additional 
grazing small grains. Hay baling continued many 
parts State. Livestock markets fairly steady, 

‘(Continued to p. 23) 

















NA - NOT AVAILABLE. 


OF THE 1987 COTTON CROP. 


G - GOOD 


EX - EXCELLENT 
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SOYBEANS Crop Progress CORN 
% PLANTED FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 1, 1988 % PLANTED 
1988 1987 AVG. 1988 1987 AVG. 
ALA S .5eis's COLO 30 15 12 
ARK Ay ee RICE GA 96 94 93 
GA Po pal Fs % PLANTED ILL 60 53 34 
ILL asi Se 2 1988 1987 AVG. IND 38 40.2 
IND Ste ee ARK 45 73 43 IOWA 30 5523 
IOWA RA 2c y08 CALIF s 8. 2 KANS 45 50 25 
KANS 6.45. LA 70 74 «73 KY 46 40 34 
KY vod &ti28 MISS 75 53 53 MICH 5 20 10 
LA 1 2 2 TEX 97 928 MINN 21 58 16 
MICH ge 57 68 MO 72 54 40 
MINN | NEBR 25 29° 12 
MISS ae bees, 5 STATES 54 63 49 NC 78 51 «65 
MO pitta Pend OHIO 38 3426 
NEBR Proetiisw@ THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 97% PA yee Yee 
NC Fesigtt ~« OF THE 1987 RICE CROP. S DAK “aS Saat 
OHIO g.otg B TEX 89 90 89 
SC 070°" .8 WIS 6. spitsve 6 
S DAK Tr a RICE 
TENN bore Brest % EMERGED 
1988 1987 AVG. 17 STATES 36 4324 
ARK 9 20 37 
19 STATES gp S4o3bsha CALIF 8 10: <0 THESE 17 STATES PRODUCED 94% 
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international Weather and Crop Summary 
APRIL 1988 
MONTHLY DATA FROM SELECTED FOREIGN CITIES 
April 24-30, 1988 CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER-NMC-NWS-—NOAA 
“8 *** = DATA NOT AVAILABLE 
COUNTRY CITY TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION 
HIGHLIGHTS : va = 
AVG AVG HI W DPART DPART 
UNITED STATES ... Precipitation interrupts | NoRWAY OSLO m6 -3 14-11 2 -1.2 421 6.5 
planting in the central and southern Great SWEDEN STOCKHOLM 8 016-6 4 -0.3 27. : 
Plains but provides much needed moisture. Small FINLND HELSINKI it fe. -0.8 be ae 
grains continue to suffer from the lack of U KING GLASGOW i. a aa. cee in -18.0 
moisture in the northern Great Plains. Corn EDINBURGH 1... @298423 *2 0.2 61. oe 
planting leaps ahead of the previous week’s eammenemmene a 4 me Re — x 
progress. LONDON 13 44319 -4 8 0.4 43.0 -13.1 
WESTERN U.S.S.R- -.. | Unseasonably cool weather | ican REKJAVIK «© 3-2 M-ll_ 1 2.7 23.0 ~34.3 
+ DENMRK COPENHAGEN 10 2 18 -+4 6 -0.9 10.6 -27.5 
... Widespread rainfall favors southern © ava a ee 2 - 7 i. — ae 26.2 
winter grains. Cooler than normal temperatures GENEVA 15 4 2 - sae 16.9 -14.5 
slow crop growth in most growing areas. FRANCE PARIS 16 5 19 = TI “7 im se 
SOUTH ASIA ... Showers continue in eastern and | a , ~ -- - _ > -17.3 
southern rice regions, boosting irrigation BORDEAUX 18 9 23 3 13 2.3 te ae 
reserves for the current crop and upcoming TOULOUSE 17 9 21 2 13 1.8 171.2 die 
planting. MARSEILLE 12. @-B» + 18 O39 2.5 
NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... Substantial rain over wa sora » ~ ; -- : —~ oy sed as 
Algeria and Tunisia arrives too late to help SEVILLE 23 1131 #7 °17 «21.1 39.0 -13.3 
winter grains which are mostly maturing. E GRMY LEIPZIG 4. 14. 8. 86 @ 0.8 13.4 7 4 
CANADA ... Dry pockets continue over the Prairie W GRMY — = ~ 7 ~ eo aoe a rm 
grain belt. Early planting is underway, but BERLIN 144 3 _ aan on 37.5 
more rainfall is needed for germination. DUSSELDORF I5 5 2 -2 10 0.3 23.3 27.8 
EASTERN ASIA ... Much warmer than normal weather ea ny a — : i — gow 
accelerates crop growth rates over most growing MUNICH 143 21-3 9 1.0 48.3 24.2 
— AUSTRI VIENNA 15 4 23 -4 10 -0.3 13.7 -29.2 
... Showers continue throughout CZECH — +4 2 — e , ry 2 Py 
Thailand, improving pre-planting soil POLAND WARSAW ae REE 0.5 5. 4 23.9 
conditions. LODZ 13 2 23 6 7 O.2 24.0 -26.0 
KATOWICE 3 323-4 8 O32 Bo ~w6 
SOUTH AMERICA ... Wetness delays harvesting in PRZEMYSL -— 2 2 © ar wee ee 
southern Brazil. Drier, cool weather favors HUNGAR BUDAPEST 16 5 22 -3 10 bts 39.9 0.1 
harvesting in Argentina. YUGOSL SARAJEVO 16 4 22 -3 10 0.4 63.2 -12.7 
ROMANI BUCHAREST 464-35 @B 1 10 -1.0 79.7 35.1 
eee Moderate to heavy rain favors BULGAR SOFIA 14 2 9 -1.0 60.2 13.1 
pre-planting soil moisture levels in Western ITALY MILAN 18 10 24 5 14 1.4 89.4 11.8 
Australia. Light to moderate rain delays winter VERONA 18 9 23 5 13 1.4 99.4 98.8 
grain planting and summer crop harvest in VENICE 17 8 21 3 13 0.5 34.0 -37.8 
eastern crop areas. GENOA 18 12 23 8 15 0.1 70.6 -15.0 
ROME 18 9 22 5 14 0.7 103.6 534.3 
NAPLES 20 9 27 4 14 1.4 75.0 0.9 
GREECE THESSALONIKA 18 8 24 1 13 -1.4 12.6 -23.5 
LARISSA 18 6 26 1 12 -1.7 31.8 3.4 
ATHENS 9 i. @ 4 15 -1.4 14.2 -2.9 
TURKEY ISTANBUL 15 8 22 2 aa 0.7 40.6 2.6 
ANKARA 146 4 23 -3 10 -1.4 61.2 35.2 
CYPRUS LARNACA Bn. i. 8 18 1.0 3.3 -16.8 
USSR TALLINN 6 -1 16 —7 3 90.0 42.9 Zen 
LENINGRAD 7 0 20 -5 3 0.0 31.5 -3.8 
KAUNAS 10 1 20 —4 5 -0.6 18.7 -20.8 
MINSK 10 1 22 -4 6 fae & -3.7 
KAZAN 9 019 5 5 0.2 45.3 13.7 
MOSCOW 10 1 21 -5 6 0.2 24.2 -13.7 
SVERDLOVSK 10 -1 18 8 4 O39 S66 31.1 
OMSK 10 0 22 -13 5 2e3 7.1 -12.6 
KUSTANAY 142286 6 8 3.2 11.5 -10.1 
KRASNOYARSK 9 -l1 21 -10 4 2.9 15.4 -10.4 
NOVOSIBIRSK 9 O 21-14 4 5.3 Wea 6.5 
BARNAUL 10 O 26 -12 5 2.5 3.4 -24.1 
KHABAROVSK 1l 023-8 6 2.1 11.1 -26.3 
VLADIVOSTOK 8 i w@* 3S Ge Gal 4.8 
KIEV iS a we me * ie A ee 
LVOV 12 3 20 -4 7 -O0.2 48.9 0.9 
KIROVOGRAD 13 4 22 ~-2 8 -0.3 21.0 -10.3 




















| 





© z ee siege egesgeda i songadagag Tega gigas SARE SAG EEN SCANT SERKS ESTAS BASSES BE eaeeR aS 4 
o pa o 02 1 WD © o) 00 CN HHnod ANA PH V7 AG RNAZSSORASS ASOBNASORMENOLNKYS an MMO RECESS OVS ARSISate 
1 E a: ae ar ieee — “79 ! OT Ya Fw TIO TS ST moron MDHtMOn~-ANAN LC 1~o S Ww & PFTITQeqooge | 
wn = Oo 13 1 i i i ) i IN * (ees i ) 
o ee 
ay aS AA Gh KHh nan ime de qe ah Het oe Cm dno © Woe O4me eHOR eno; NMHOATOHCORMANANDOYNROROYHA 
— ee a) ee | Oe ee ee” ee ee. || ee) oe 

1 cS DAGACAHFASHSOLAGDGAOHBSONASAD SGAANNIQOBOWAANHHOKAGCAHTD IDaO MOHAN SAAQOAG 

= : rel Ze 38° Re Bz 28 3 Bo ~ a.) aoa PROLSAA GT AD ANANTH AA AOHAAD HOw : 
me SAB NaN et Oe ma A lO WN a 
199A CQONANO NR QHONNEH HAQEONRdENATQHQAROANTHCNTAAIN Os NAYAUHTOATADNHEOCON NATONNACAD 


Oe ee oe oe a ee ee ee et a SS A eS SO a et ee we were r ere soos aa C77 Soo oce@ 


DPART 
MAX MIN MAX MIN AVG a TOTAL aoe 
3 




















SRRBSRRAASYSSHAH OM MOMMON SHAR T ATR RHRRISHSHRRNRRANM ONG AN OOMNNTR LR RONRASn Th hoary 
* SRATABYQHANVSTIAQIOPH OAM MOROTANV ATS RAM RAR A Oh IAQ YON GAM OnHHIATIA’QONG TAQoOnN DMNA 
3) ee. 
es RISVRVSVISSHRARSVRSSLLRLILSASAASRAMATAB AAAS SLVAK MA ARAVSIRK ALL SAA AVANT SRIAKRRAY 
PE RARKRRAAASAAEAW NT PT TP“ OAAASRANRAN RRA RNA NAAN KAAS MAG IAAI PPART RAL RLALAANI—K 
23 HR SAHAKRANANRA ANTALIS S AAARARARAABRSAAASISRSRRRKK SARK KK AN ASSANRS SKLY AKARATKAAA 
oa 2 
E : fe > = a m < eg Be 2 
4 fx > 3 a S z 4 =x na 
2 © $2 2 Fi = 25 5° 3 33 E2888 é 2 
= o 8x4 < a! S 2 2 53 <§ =? fa 
||. 2 3 lead wre selyeliel Sccbc!oesds utadadsdnesuii flceuatgticdl: 
a||e a 228823: PEE EEE E CELE PERT EEE EE EEE LE PEERLEE PE EELLELEE PEEEEEE EE ELLEEELE 
- § Casas s = S Y8ezsseRsa —- . Hg OF = 
o - ELSE EE z fee EFFELLEEEP EE 2558 n35958 =6 : 
iS Kf B85ema Sno o 2 Bea eS eeREe Bos Szaaez a= x 
| |S BB cea edae SG aGMens arog TOS OG AR ARAN TG NFSESERTNC SSN TRS ES eee sT Reda THOS gaN Gogg 
a Ree ee ee ek ie MLL T TR RAL BS LEER beh eee the hk ae ek ee be 
BY ar 322909999099 49709 OHO TT INANBEHN HOON ION TIN SSSON AN TSIIVSAIWIIOVIIANTN IIIT 44 
= a B USRSRAKP ER“ RAK MONS AAG OOSSIASISSSSRSISSS AeA WH” PARK FEREBSBOR BAS POPC“ COORS 
> AMA AAMAP TO TA AOMD OM DMDARANNASAONDNNAN HH ODNONNMONMAHRONDOOAKAREOTANILANQOOAAANAIEOCHANOQN 
x BE SAddde bd hc: lan Clik 1 a Klee ct ai AEG: | SA 
g _gonreswanaeen aaaa SRR RAARR Rae HOVOVKH AAT HAARVONIMHAHOANMOHI TH AHROMOTHOASENSQrARAn 
E 9 Cy M2 OD TPT TR SOON OA OR AAASNS TEP TSAR RATS FSO MPO OO SOMO BAAR VSO OW RRRAR OAMANAT 
Gog ana: ainiudhdhh bob utsienetahbakchhah teks kakuhnnasctinnhcthonat SASTRIVHSHSIKR 
OZ CHANT HFOONNOOMBIVA OVOSLLARR RST LHS VM MSA OGRRT ATOM OPANGAM AAG TYHLGANOMARIRAAH AIA ATS 
PIECERELECEEEEE ELS EE LEE SLAMS SRYLAMSVAAVCARYSIASAIAGAIORAIAKS ATL VAR ARKRAFSSRAN LKB 
<x 
| : ; ; 
co 2 2 2 i. 2 ¥ 
i+ @) SI > : Lal 2 +4 a ZZ _ < - se : Orn 
I, = gauelee UUs t etaalel hl tecdecd tag tt] dl dndideet Ul acoule]ecileast 
So, 8s EE ERED BSERSSSESSESSGERSSSSEaE 25222 4R02528 225224242 SEEEESEASERS AS 
> _ ms  . eH .] << 
© sigs EEE | Ges + # 26. 808 & Ss 
oe WH He — | = 
o||e& 2 EEE ee ge $289 2622 § es 











Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 21 




















CASPIAN SEA 
WESTERN USSR 


APR 24 - 30, 1988 





TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25 mm = | INCH) 








WESTERN U.S.S.R ... Unseasonably cool weather 
covered the region. Weekly average temperatures 
were 4-6 degrees Celsius (C) below normal, 
slowing winter grain growth. The weather was 
cold enough in the Baltic States, Belorussia, 
the Central Region, and the Volga Vyatsk to 
induce winter grains into a state of 
semi-dormancy. Precipitation was mostly light 
(less than 10mm) with some dry pockets covering 
the Ukraine. The only crop areas which received 
significant precipitation were those in the 
eastern Volga and the western Urals, where 
rainfall amounts ranged from 20 to 50mn. 










SOUTHEAST ASIA 


TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(Gan=1 ON) 


24 - 30, 1988 














SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Widespread showers (13-87mm) 
continued over Thailand’s rainfed crop regions 
and reached crop areas of Laos, southern 
Vietnan, and western Kampuchea, improving 
pre-planting soil conditions. Light rain (less 
than 10mm) continued over rice regions of 
northern and central Vietnam. Scattered, light 
to moderate rain (5-47mm) covered peninsular 
Thailand, but moderate to heavy rain (57-185mm) 
covered Malaysia, including the southeastern 
Malay Peninsula. Light to moderate rain 
(10-44mm) fell over most rice regions of Java as 
drier weather returned to southern Indonesia. 
Variable rainfall covered the northern islands 
of Indonesia,, with heaviest rain (100mm or more) 
along coastal regions. In the Philippines, 
heavy rain (50-77mm) fell over central Mindanao 
and local regions to the north, but rainfall 
elsewhere generally averaged less than 10mn. 
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--- Widespread rain favored reproductive 
winter grains across Spain, southern France, 
Italy, and Yugoslavia. Scattered rainfall 
caused fieldwork delays and kept soil moisture 
levels high across northwestern Europe, while 
northeastern Europe remained favorably dry. 
Cooler than normal temperatures covered all of 
the continent except for the extreme south, 
slowing growth of winter and summer crops. 
Average weekly temperatures were as much as 7 
degrees C below normal in eastern Poland. 
Subfreezing temperatures over northern growing 
areas early in the week may have caused 
localized damage to newly emerging summer 
crops. Planting of most summer crops in 
northern growing areas has been favored by drier 
than normal weather over the past 3 weeks and is 
nearing completion in some areas. 
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SOUTH ASIA oes Light to moderate showers 
(10-5imm) fell over southern India from southern 
Maharashtra and Orissa southward, and over 
eastern India and Bangladesh from Bihar 
eastward. The rainfall boosted irrigation 
reserves for the current rice crop, mostly 
filling to maturing, and for the upcoming 
planting of rice. Scattered, mostly light rain 
(less than 10mm), covered Pakistan and 
north-central India. Temperatures have been 
seasonably hot throughout South Asia, hastening 
grain maturity. 
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EASTERN ASIA ... Much warmer than normal weather 
developed over the region, with average weekly 
temperatures as much as 5 degrees C above normal 
in the North China Plain and Korean Peninsula. 
The warm weather accelerated growth rates of 
winter grains over most growing areas but 
increased evaporative loss rates to unfavorably 
high levels in northern winter grain areas where 
persistent dryness has been a problem since late 


last fall. Scattered rainfall benefited winter 
grains across central and southern growing 
areas. In the south, widespread rain (up to 


99mm) favored vegetative early-crop’- rice. 
Planting of single-season rice continued in full 
swing across much of the Yangtze River Valley. 
Beneficial light to moderate rain (5-15mm) 
continued for the third consecutive week in 
previously dry Yunnan Province. 





CANADAL_ 
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CANADA ... Dry weather continued in southeastern 
Alberta and over the western grain regions of 
Saskatchewan. Light rain (less than 10mm) 
covered grain areas of southeastern Saskatchewan 
and most of Manitoba. Heavier rain (10-18mm) 
benefited the northern grain regions of 
Alberta. Spring wheat planting is underway, but 
more rain is needed in most areas to increase 
topsoil moisture for germination. 
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--. Widespread precipitation 
(20 to 50mm) covered winter grain areas which 
stretched eastward from north-central Algeria, 
through northeastern Algeria, into northern 
Tunisia, giving southernmost crop areas their 
first substantial moisture since the beginning 
of the growing season. Although the 
precipitation benefited winter grains in the 
filling stage, the rain came too late to help 
much of the crop which was maturing. In 
Morocco, mostly dry weather favored crop 
maturation. 
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-++ Moderate to heavy rain (greater 
than 25mm) caused delays in planting preparation 
for winter grains over growing areas of Western 
Australia, but increased soil moisture reserves 
for the upcoming crop. Light to moderate rain 
(generally 5-15mm) fell over eastern crop areas, 
causing delays in planting and in cotton and 
sorghum harvesting in Queensland and New South 
Wales. Very heavy rains (up to 272mm) in 
coastal New South Wales may have caused some 
flooding. Scattered rainfall also benefited 
vegetative sugarcane along Queensland’s eastern 
coast. Rainfall in most sugarcane areas has 
been above normal for 3 consecutive weeks. 
Average temperatures for the week ranged from 
much above normal in growing areas of southern 
New South Wales and Victoria to near normal in 
southern Queensland and Western Australia. 
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(Continued from p. 17) 


slowed down slightly. Shearing sheep main activity 
Hill Country. 


UTAH: Temperatures 2 to 4° below normal. 
Precipitation light to heavy. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Soil moisture 
7% short, 86% adequate, 7% surplus. Spring wheat 
80% emerged, 59% 1987, 25% avg. Barley 93% 
planted, 88% 1987, 69% avg.; 68% emerged, 66% 1987, 
35% avg. Oats 77% planted, 59% 1987, 52% avg.; 44% 
emerged, 25% 1987, 20% avg. Corn 16% planted, 25% 
1987, 9% avg. Winter wheat 6 in. height, 7 in. 
1987, 6 in. avg. Alfalfa 5 in, height, 7 in. 1987, 
5 in. avg. Peaches full bloom, pears well along, 
apples beginning. Pastures, ranges growing well. 
Cows calved 87%, 89% 1987, 84% avg. Ewes lambed 
96% farm, 86% range. Sheep sheared 92% farm, 87% 
range. Major farm activities: Corn planting, weed 
spraying, spreading fertilizer, cleaning corrals, 
hauling manure, ear tagging calves, preparing to 
move livestock to spring ranges. 


VIRGINIA: Cool to cold. Temperatures well below 
normal, range 26 to 81°. Precipitation modest to 
light, thunderstorm activity. Averages 0.21 to 
0.62 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 
moisture 49% short, 47% adequate, 4% surplus. 
Cool, dry weather slowed germination, small grain 
growth, pasture, hay growth. Planting, land 
preparation active. Corn 51% planted, 31% 1987, 
51% avg. Peanut planting began; 16%, 9% 1987, 31% 
avg. Cotton 70% planted. Soybean planting just 
Started. Flue-cured tobacco transplanting began. 
All crops good to excellent despite cool, dry 
conditions. Some powdery mildew in wheat. Alfalfa 
weevil very active in alfalfa. Sheep shearing 
active. Fruit good most areas, frost caused light 
damage few areas. 





WASHINGTON: Temperatures averaged near normal west 
Cascades; normal to 7” below, east. Precipitation 
Scattered across State; none to 1.10 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6 east Cascades, 5 
west. Soil moisture 40% short, 60% adequate east; 
70% adequate, 30% surplus west. Spring wheat, 
barley mostly fair to good, some excellent. Spring 
wheat 97% planted, 90% emerged. Barley 83% 
planted, 72% emerged. Berry progress good. 
Limited frost damage to fruit, east. Vegetable 
planting, asparagus cutting, continued. Early 





spinach, lettuce harvest underway, west. Potatos 


“ 


SOUTH AMERICA ... Substantial rain (50-148mm) 
soaked Rio Grande do Sul and southern Santa 
Catarina as a storm system slowly migrated 
through southern Brazil. Locally heavy showers 
(25-87mm) also covered much of Parana and 
Paraguay before the storm dissipated off the 
Brazilian coast. The wetness halted late 
soybean harvesting in southern Brazil. The 
harvest is reportedly 65 percent complete in Rio 
Grande do Sul, 98 percent complete in Parana, 
and 70 percent complete in Mato Grosso do Sul. 
Mostly light, scattered showers and mild weather 
covered northern soybean areas. In Argentina, 
drier, cool weather improved harvesting 
conditions following the previous week’s rain. 
Weekly rainfall averaged 1-9mm over the primary 
corn and soybean areas where harvesting is about 
50 and 5 percent complete, respectively. 
Temperatures averaged 1-3 degrees C below normal 
with some isolated frost in southwestern Buenos 
Aires. Rain in southern Chaco slowed cotton 
harvesting. 


82% planted, 36% emerged. Range, pasture short to 
adequate east; mostly adequate west. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Average temperature 49°; 7° below 
normal. Extremes 79° Ripley; 23° Greenbank. Snow 
higher elevations. Average precipitation 0.31 in.; 
below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Soil moisture 
15% very short, 53% short, 32% adequate. Wheat, 
barley good to fair; oats, corn fair to good. Oats 
75% planted, 47% emerged. Corn 7% planted, 2% 
emerged. Tobacco fair; 86% planted, 65% emerged. 
Apples fair to good, past full bloom. Peaches good 
to fair. Feed supplies adequate to short. Cows 
calved 95%; ewes lambed 99%. Farm activities: 
General farm maintenance, lime, fertilizer 
application; plowing, planting corn, oats; 
livestock care, gardening. 





WISCONSIN: Cold midweek, warm weekend, 
Temperatures ayeraged 48°, 3° below normal. 
Extremes 21°; 81°. Precipitation 0.05 to 1.12 in. 
Snowfall 1 to 5 in. central, northeast. Rain, snow 
26th, 27th. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.4. Soil moisture 
18% short, 70% adequate, 12% surplus. Spring 
Plowing 61%, 59% 1987, 42% avg. Most corn ground 
ready. Oats 75% seeded, 72% 1987, 51% avg.; up 
central, south. Corn 6% planted, 11% 1987, 6% 
avg.; slowed by cold, wet. Winter wheat, alfalfa 
improved. Potato planting active to near done 
central, slow north. Peas being planted. Tobacco 
beds being seeded. 
WYOMING: Temperatures below normal. 


Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 
moisture 26% short, 74% adequate. Spring wheat 60% 
planted, 65% 1987, 65% avg.; 30% emerged, 30% 1987, 
30% avg. Oats 55% planted, 50% 1987, 50% avg.; 15% 
emerged, 25% 1987, 25% avg. Barley 80% planted, 
80% 1987, 70% avg.; 55% emerged, 50% 1987, 45% avg. 
Sugarbeets 90% planted, 90% 1987, 75% avg.; 15% 
emerged, 25% 1987, 20% avg. Corn 15% planted, 15% 
1987, 20% avg. Potatoes 5% planted, 25% 1987, 20% 
avg. Winter wheat mostly good. Alfalfa prospects 
good. Livestock mostly good. Spring calves born 
90%, 85% 1987, 85% avg. Death losses light to 
normal. Farm flock: Ewes lambed 85%, 95% 1987, 
90% avg.; shorn 80%, 90% 1987, 85% avg. Range 
flock: Ewes lambed 55%, 60% 1987, 55% avg.; shorn 
65%, 70% 1987, 60% avg. Death losses light to 
normal. Range, pasture mostly fair to good. 
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